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A growing body of actual and anecdotal evidence from the past decade suggests that the personal 
and professional ethics of some have been deeply compromised. 

Special Operations Commander, Major General Jeff Sengelman, 20162 

There have been allegations of serious human rights violations against all parties involved in the 
conflict in Afghanistan. The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court is currently conducting 
an investigation focused on ‘Alleged crimes against humanity and war crimes committed in 
Afghanistan since 1 May 2003’.3 On a number of separate occasions since 2006, reports have been 
published in the Australian media alleging that a few Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel 
operating in Afghanistan between 2003 and 2013 engaged in criminal conduct. This chronology is 
intended to: 

• provide an outline of the alleged incidents in sequence and in chronological relationship to 
other notable events 

• identify any inquiries into those allegations and  

• facilitate cross-reference between public allegations made and incidents investigated by The 
Inspector-General of the Australian Defence Force Afghanistan Inquiry (the Brereton Inquiry),4 
once that report is published. 

This paper collates inquiry findings, published assertions, and hearsay reports on the content of 
official inquiries. For several incidents, reports from different sources reveal conflicting evidence 
of what occurred. No assessment of the existence or reliability of any evidence has been made. 
This paper should not be read as suggesting that any incident occurred as reported, or at all.  

The chronology collates public information available up to 6 November 2020. 

                                                       
1.  Pauline Downing of the Law and Bills Digest Section provided valuable editorial and research assistance. 
2. Reported statement from a confidential but unclassified report reviewing deployments of Special Operations Command 

soldiers to Afghanistan; quoted in N McKenzie and C Masters, ‘Walking the line [Moral fatigue]’, The Saturday Age, 
21 September 2019, p. 29 and with further detail of a letter signed by Sengelman in April 2016 in N McKenzie and C Masters, 
‘"Collapse in morality" behind SAS war crimes’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 26 September 2020. 

3.  ICC-02/17, ‘Situation in the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan’, ICC website. 
4. Department of Defence (DoD), Inspector-General of the Australian Defence Force annual report 2018–19, DoD, Canberra, 

2018, pp. 6–9. 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6923601%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7568308%22
https://www.icc-cpi.int/afghanistan
http://err.parl.net/client/en_GB/search/asset/80392/0/
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For some incidents, the fact that a death or injury occurred is confirmed by a publicly available 
official ADF Inquiry Officer (IO) Report. However, some allegations are contradicted in IO reports 
and the circumstances of even the confirmed incidents are contested. Most incidents have not 
been publicly confirmed by official sources. Around 30 IO reports into incidents in Afghanistan 
have been publicly released.5 

The IO reports usually contain redactions to anonymise the reports and protect sensitive 
information. One of the items routinely redacted from IO reports is the number of 
enemy/insurgents killed, wounded or detained. Where it is apparent from the IO Report that the 
redacted number was more than one, the term ‘a number of’ has been used in the chronology. 
Many of the IO reports indicate that for operational reasons it was not possible to visit the site of 
the incident or to interview in person one or more local witnesses.  

Naming of ADF personnel 
Where ADF personnel have been named, or a pseudonym used in a publication, that name or 
pseudonym is repeated in this chronology. Several ADF personnel are named in public reports 
because they are witnesses or have come forward with information. Public reports make it clear 
that a number of different soldiers are accused of involvement in more than 15 unlawful killings 
that allegedly occurred during operations; however, the only soldier accused of an unlawful killing 
that has been named to date is former Special Air Service Regiment (SASR) Corporal Ben Roberts-
Smith VC, MG.6  

Roberts-Smith has not been charged with any offence, denies all allegations, and has commenced 
a defamation action against media organisations that identified him.7 The case has been set down 
for hearing on 7 June 2021.8 There have been a number of pre-hearing orders and judgments in 
the defamation case. In a judgment dated 8 September 2020, Justice Colvin summarised certain 
facts related to the case: 

After the defamation proceedings were commenced in this Court, Mr Roberts-Smith was informed by 
the Australian Federal Police that he was considered to be a suspect in relation to an investigation into 
alleged war crimes committed at Darwan Village in Afghanistan on 11 September 2012. The 
investigation concerns matters the subject of some of the alleged defamatory imputations. 
Mr Roberts-Smith has participated in an interview with the Federal Police as part of their investigation. 
No charges have been brought against Mr Roberts-Smith.9  

  

                                                       
5.  DOD, ‘Inquiry Reports Home’, DoD website. 
6.  A Greene, ‘Defence inquiry uncovers evidence of possible homicide by elite Australian soldiers in Afghanistan’, ABC news, 

11 June 2018; A Greene, ‘Australian soldiers investigated by AFP for alleged war crimes in Afghanistan’, ABC news, 
29 November 2018; N McKenzie and C Masters, ‘Commando members confess to murder’, The Saturday Age, 
21 September 2019, p. 1; N McKenzie and C Masters, ‘New AFP probe of war hero’, The Age, 16 December 2019, pp. 1, 6; 
A Cooper, ‘Police “consider ex-soldier a suspect”’, The Age, 2 September 2020, p. 8. 

7.  AAP, ‘Roberts-Smith denies war crimes allegation’, The Canberra Times, 23 September 2019. P Maley, ‘Top soldier blasts 
“abuse of power” [VC winner's media battle]’, The Australian, 7 October 2019, pp. 1, 3. See also A Greene and D Conifer, ‘Ben 
Roberts-Smith rejects Afghanistan allegations and “gossip” detailed in court document’, ABC news, 19 October 2018, updated 
20 October 2018; G Mitchell, ‘Ben Roberts-Smith defamation trial set down for June 2020’, The Sydney Morning Herald, 
9 August 2019; G Mitchell, ‘Trial delay “affects ex-soldier's health”’, The Age, 22 August 2020, p. 17; B Packham, ‘AFP tells 
Roberts-Smith of witnesses to war crimes’, The Australian, 2 September 2020, p. 9. 

8.  G Mitchell, ‘Defamation trial set for next June’, The Age, 8 September 2020, p. 14. 
9.  Roberts-Smith v Fairfax Media Publications Pty Limited (No 6) [2020] FCA 1285, at [1]–[2].  

https://www.comcourts.gov.au/file/FEDERAL/P/NSD1485/2018/order_list
https://www.defence.gov.au/publications/coi/
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995146%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995151%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6923448%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7085725%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7525583%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995158%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6953340%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6953340%22
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-19/ben-roberts-smith-rejects-afghanistan-allegations/10398488
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-19/ben-roberts-smith-rejects-afghanistan-allegations/10398488
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995157%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7507167%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7526569%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7526569%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7536450%22
https://www.judgments.fedcourt.gov.au/judgments/Judgments/fca/single/2020/2020fca1285


https://afghanistaninquiry.defence.gov.au/
https://afghanistaninquiry.defence.gov.au/welfare-support
https://afghanistaninquiry.defence.gov.au/legal-assistance
https://www.aihrc.org.af/home/research-reports
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Chronology of reports, incidents, allegations and inquiries 
 

Date/Place Report/Incident/Allegation/Inquiry Source documents 

#1 
2 June 2006 

Koran Ghar, 
Chora Valley 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: An SAS patrol was conducting overwatch from 
a concealed observation post (OP) on Koran Ghar and identifying 
targets during fierce fighting in the Chora Valley on 1 June 2006. 
Next day, Trooper Mick and Trooper Jim said they were on 
watch in the OP when, around midday, a young, apparently 
unarmed local national (LN) not wearing a chest rig, walked 
across their field of view. Their range finder showed he was 
about 76 metres away. The troopers, who were on a 
clandestine, observation-only patrol, did not engage but 
reported the contact.  

Soon after the LN was sighted again, walking back the way he 
had come, this time carrying a bag. Once again, they did not 
engage. Sergeant Locke and Lance Corporal Roberts-Smith 
allegedly came forward to the OP and argued that, with the 
Taliban massing in the valley below, the troopers should have 
shot the LN as a he was a spotter who had compromised the 
patrol.  

It is alleged that the post action report of the patrol commander, 
Sergeant Will, said Roberts-Smith and Locke pursued the LN and, 
using suppressed (silenced) weapons, killed him. He said a 
smoke grenade was deployed or exploded when the man was 
shot and this triggered machine gun fire. The soldiers did not 
have the opportunity to search the body.  

Packham reports that Roberts-Smith was awarded a Medal for 
Gallantry for his actions on that day as well as other actions 
during his deployment May-September 2006. 

Roberts-Smith gave a different account in 2011 to an Australian 
War Memorial (AWM) researcher: A couple of hours before 
dark, two LN had walked up to within 30 metres of the OP then 
turned sharply away into a different reentrant [a reentrant is the 
low ground formed between two hill spurs; a gully]. Assessing 
that the patrol was compromised, Roberts-Smith and Locke 
pursued the men, killed them and cleared their bodies. Roberts-
Smith said a flare in one insurgent’s chest rig went off when he 
was shot. (He later clarified he had confused this incident with a 
different incident. After checking his patrol report he confirmed 
only one insurgent was involved and the body was not 
searched.) 

The soldiers’ post-incident reports were allegedly inconsistent. 
One patrol member insisted the LN appeared to be an unarmed 
teenager whose death could have been avoided. Other post-
incident reports stated the insurgent was armed with an 
automatic rifle.  

Trooper Mick  alleges that Robert-Smith came up to him later 
and said ‘Next time we go out on patrol, if your performance 
doesn’t improve I will shoot you in the back of the head’ or 
words to that effect. Trooper Mick  did not interpret Roberts-
Smith’s comment as a literal threat to kill, but was distressed. 

C Masters, No front line: 
Australia's special forces at 
war in Afghanistan, Allen & 
Unwin, Sydney, 2017, p. 101–
109.  

N McKenzie, D Wroe and 
C Masters, ‘Beneath the 
bravery of our most decorated 
soldier’, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, 10 August 2018, p. 1. 

Australian War Memorial 
(AWM), Medal for Gallantry: 
Lance Corporal B Roberts-
Smith, Special Air Service 
Regiment, Australian Army, 
AWM website. 

B Packham, ‘“I will shoot 
you”: SAS at war’, The 
Australian, 10 October 2020, 
p. 1. 

 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01252485%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01252485%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Flcatalog%2F01252485%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6140320%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6140320%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6140320%22
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1270260#:%7E:text=The%20citation%20for%20the%20award,Afghanistan%2C%20May%20%E2%80%93%20September%202006.
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1270260#:%7E:text=The%20citation%20for%20the%20award,Afghanistan%2C%20May%20%E2%80%93%20September%202006.
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1270260#:%7E:text=The%20citation%20for%20the%20award,Afghanistan%2C%20May%20%E2%80%93%20September%202006.
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C1270260#:%7E:text=The%20citation%20for%20the%20award,Afghanistan%2C%20May%20%E2%80%93%20September%202006.
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7593882%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7593882%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F72IT6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F72IT6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F9947%2F0001%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22committees%2Festimate%2F9947%2F0001%22
https://www.icc-cpi.int/about
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995156%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995156%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995156%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995160%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995160%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995160%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F6675943%22
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/transcripts/doorstop-invictus-games-and-special-forces-inquiry
https://news.defence.gov.au/media/transcripts/doorstop-invictus-games-and-special-forces-inquiry


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181345%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7557378%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7557378%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6987041%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6987041%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6987041%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6987041%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F6987041%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22emms%2Femms%2F210682%22
https://www.abc.net.au/4corners/in-their-sights/2873730
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7409745%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7409745%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F1GGX6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F1GGX6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7474098%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7474098%22
https://www.lifeonthelinepodcast.com/podcast/2019/5/7/54-h-vol-i?rq=warrant%20officer
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181341%22
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Date/Place Report/Incident/Allegation/Inquiry Source documents 

#10 
January 2009 

Location unknown 

Journalist report: Alleges an Australian military operation aimed 
at finding those responsible for the death of special forces 
soldier Greg Sher left four Afghan civilians dead. No other detail 
or reference to this alleged incident found. It is possible it refers 
to incident #9 above.  

McKenzie, ‘Military in Afghan 
cover-up’, op. cit. 

#11 
12 February 2009 

Sorkh Morghab 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist reports: Soldiers from the 1st Commando Regiment 
(1CDO) conducted a night-time raid on a compound in the Sorkh 
Morghab village, Uruzgan province, Afghanistan. The purpose of 
the raid was to capture a Taliban insurgent believed to be 
located in the compound. 

At about 1 am they approached a residential homestead 
surrounded by mud brick walls, with only a few windows. The 
soldiers were fired upon by a man inside a room in the 
compound. The resulting heavy firefight may have lasted only 90 
seconds. ANA soldiers identified themselves and called on the 
shooter to cease firing, but he continued.  

The man may have fired most of three magazines, up to 90 
rounds, of 7.62mm ammunition that was bursting through the 
mud walls around the soldiers. A sergeant ordered a soldier to 
throw a grenade into the room. After the first grenade exploded, 
there was a new burst of fire from the room. The soldier threw a 
second grenade and the shooting stopped. 

The shooter, identified later as Amrullah Khan, was found badly 
wounded. He was given aid by Australian soldiers, but died later 
at a medical treatment facility at the Tarin Kowt base. Five 
children were killed by the grenades thrown into the compound 
to stop the fire. There were other civilian casualties.  

There is conflicting evidence over whether the soldiers knew, or 
should have known, that there were women and children in the 
room, and whether they heard them screaming.  

One soldier did hear screams and countermanded an order to 
fire a machine gun. 

VCDF Senate Estimates brief: An inquiry was conducted into this 
incident as well as an ADFIS investigation. Disciplinary 
proceedings involving the three ADF members charged in 
connection with the 12 February 2009 civilian casualty incident 
concluded on 29 August 2011. The court martial proceedings 
involving the two soldiers were dissolved on 22 June 2011 as a 
result of a ruling that the charges against them did not disclose a 
service offence. Court martial proceedings against the officer 
concluded on 29 August 2011, with the withdrawal of charges by 
the Director of Military Prosecutions (DMP). The ADF indicated it 
did not intend to pursue adverse administrative action against 
any ADF members involved in the matter. 

M Vincent, ‘Soldiers 
“incensed” by civilian deaths 
charges’, ABC News (online), 
30 September 2010. 

R Beasley, ‘Duty of care on the 
battlefield’, Bar News, 
Summer, 2011–12, pp. 53–58. 

ADF, ‘12 February 2009 - 
Civilian Casualty Incident’ 
Defence Communication 
Strategy, 24 March 2011, 
pp. 5–25. 

J Kelly, ‘Re Civilian Casualty 
Court Martial: prosecuting 
breaches of international 
humanitarian law using the 
Australian military justice 
system’, Melbourne University 
Law Review, 37(2), 2013, 
pp. 342–371. 

S Davis and H Grasswill, 
‘Soldiers at centre of deadly 
Afghanistan raid should be 
exonerated, former Army chief 
says’, ABC News (online), 
30 May 2016. 

Australian Story, Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC), Statement from the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) 
in answer to questions raised in 
Into the Fog of War 30 May 
2016, media release, 
3 December 2017. 

S Davis and H Grasswill, 
‘Australian commandos' role in 
deaths of five Afghan children 
questioned’, ABC News 
(online), 22 May 2016. 

Masters, No front line, op. cit., 
pp. 251–254. 

VCDF, Senate Estimates Brief, 
‘Afghanistan 2: Death or 
serious injury of Afghan 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F72IT6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F72IT6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995161%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995161%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995161%22
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/NSWBarAssocNews/2011/88.pdf
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/journals/NSWBarAssocNews/2011/88.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7409745%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7409745%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F3396620%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F3396620%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F3396620%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F3396620%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F3396620%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F3396620%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995163%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995163%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995163%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995163%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F6996764%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F6996764%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F6996764%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F6996764%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressrel%2F6996764%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6998564%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6998564%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6998564%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181344%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181344%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181344%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181344%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181344%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181344%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22emms%2Femms%2F210682%22
https://www.abc.net.au/4corners/in-their-sights/2873730
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7442820%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6017220%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6017220%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6017220%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995154%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995154%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995154%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995154%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995154%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7085725%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7085725%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7086650%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7086650%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181274%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181274%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181274%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181274%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181274%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721335%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181325%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181325%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181325%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181325%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181325%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F2181333%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2FCN3V6%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2FCN3V6%22
https://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/COI/reports/RitchieReview.pdf
https://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/COI/reports/RitchieReview.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F1059024%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7382597%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7382597%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7382597%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7382597%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6017220%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6017220%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6017220%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7000314%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F882025%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F882025%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7000314%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7409745%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22library%2Fjrnart%2F7409745%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6140320%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6140320%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6140320%22


 
 

 Reports, allegations and inquiries into serious misconduct by Australian troops in Afghanistan 2005–2013 15 

Date/Place Report/Incident/Allegation/Inquiry Source documents 

#20 
17 September 
2010 

FOB Mirwais 
Chora Valley, 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: Hundreds of men and boys approached 
Forward Operating Base (FOB) Mirwais, with some running and 
waving sticks. The incident was apparently sparked by false 
rumours that foreign forces at the base had been burning copies 
of the Koran. The crowd threw rocks at the soldiers and the 
base. Protesters tried to smash their way into the base, 
prompting some troops inside the base to open fire at the 
crowd. Australian troops dubbed the incident the ‘Chora rock 
show’. 

Journalists report that a defence statement ‘issued at the time 
of the incident’ [statement could not be located] noted 
Australian troops, coalition forces and members of the Afghan 
National Army had helped defend the base. One protester 
aimed an AK-47 at one of the coalition soldiers, who then shot 
the protester. ISAF also stated that an ISAF service member shot 
the man in accordance with the ROE. 

Journalist report: A later report from the Afghan Independent 
Human Rights Commission (AIHRC) stated that five civilians had 
been killed and six wounded during the protest. In his book The 
Dust of Uruzgan, DFAT staffer Fred Smith wrote that he was 
later told by NGO workers that there had been a higher death 
toll than that first reported. 

A Defence spokesperson told the ABC and Middle Eastern online 
news service, The National, that coalition soldiers, including an 
Australian, engaged the protesters in self-defence. The 
spokesperson said Defence was unable to confirm any fatalities 
from this incident and that an investigation by the Commanding 
Officer into the incident found that Australian and ISAF soldiers 
acted appropriately and in accordance with their ROE. 

R Callinan and M Willacy, 
‘Death toll much higher at 
Afghanistan protest than NATO 
publicised, according to human 
rights report’, ABC News 
(online), 21 October 2019. 

G Torre, ‘NATO forces shot 
dead five civilians at 2010 
Afghan protest, rights body 
says’, The National, (online), 
22 October 2019. 

#21 
3 October 2010 
 
Zangitan, 
Kandahar Province 

Journalist report: Troops detained two men and used an 
interpreter to question them separately. One immediately gave 
up the other, Mullah Graan, as Taliban. Graan was then tactically 
questioned by a corporal from the Human Intelligence Cell. A 
nearby IED strike drew commandos away to provide security to 
a disabled vehicle and no one was guarding the door of the hut.  

After the questioning, the interpreter left the room followed by 
Graan, then the corporal. Graan’s plastic handcuffs separated 
and he grabbed a sickle knife from a ledge above a doorway. The 
soldier put up his hand to block the blow, drew his pistol, and 
shot and killed Graan. Oakes and Clark say the detainee’s death 
was reported to ADF as KIA. Masters says the self-defence killing 
was reported but no quick assessment inquiry undertaken. 

Oakes and Clark allege there was no investigation until 2012 
when a journalist asked questions. An investigation determined 
the man was a detainee. ADFIS was tasked to investigate and 
concluded the soldier was within his rights to shoot detainee.  

Oakes and Clark report the Chief of Joint Operations (CJOPS) 
expressed disappointment with soldiers’ operational decisions 
and reporting. 

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘What the 
documents reveal about 
killings of unarmed Afghans: 
detainee whose handcuffs 
“separated” shot dead’, 
ABC News (online), 
11 July 2017. 

Masters, No front line, op. cit., 
pp. 371–372. 
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identified the man Miller was treating as Haji Sardar Khan. 

#27 
14–15 March 2012 

Sarkhume village, 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: In a nearby field below Haji Sardar's home, 
mill worker Mirza Khan, aged about 20, left his work at the mill 
and in a field encountered a dog belonging to the soldiers. 
Hazratullah said he saw the attack from a distance. He said the 
dogs came at Mirza, who held them away and hit one with ‘a 
stone’. The dogs tore his clothes. Soldiers fired multiple rounds 
and killed him. Hazratullah says his corpse had multiple wounds. 
Mirza's brother, Shaista Khan, did not witness his killing, but saw 
his brother's body before burial. He said Mirza was shot in his 
lower abdomen, leg, side, and chest. The relatives of the dead 
men denied either of them had been armed or were behaving 
aggressively towards the soldiers. 

The AIHRC report into the incident said a four year old boy, 
Zabihullah, was bashed with a knife handle on his back by 
foreigners because he was with his father and did not want to 
separate from him. A photograph of a boy with a dressed injury 
at the base of his head was included in the AIHRC report and 
published by the ABC. 

Callinan and Willacy, ‘What 
really happened at Sarkhume? 
New report alleges unarmed 
civilians killed by Australian 
special forces’, op. cit. 

Date of the three incidents in 
Sarkhume given in VCDF, 
Senate Estimates Brief, 
‘Afghanistan 2: Death or 
serious injury of Afghan 
civilians where ADF 
involvement is alleged and 
subject to administrative 
inquiry’, 1 October 2015, FOI 
332/15/16, Item 3. 

#28 
14–15 March 2012 

Sarkhume village, 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: A farmer's son, Mohammad Wali, was hit and 
beaten by the Australian soldiers. Hazratullah said Wali was deaf 
and could not understand commands from the soldiers when 
they detained him. Hazratullah was told that Wali was taken to 
the stable where he was beaten and had his testicles squeezed. 
The AIHRC file stated that others—all of them innocent 
villagers—were detained and ‘hit with gun butts’. 

Callinan and Willacy, ‘What 
really happened at Sarkhume? 
New report alleges unarmed 
civilians killed by Australian 
special forces’, op. cit. 
 

#29  
28 March 2012 

Paryan Nawa, 
Kandahar Province 

Journalist report: An SAS patrol landed by helicopter near a 
village at about 11 am. An unarmed, mentally disabled Afghan 
man in his early 20s named Ziauddin ran or limped away from 
the soldiers. ‘Soldier C’ fired two shots hitting Ziauddin in the 
head and killing him instantly. 

After the killing, the article claimed that another soldier put a 
combat chest rig containing magazines for an assault rifle on 
Ziauddin’s body before he was photographed. At a later 
debriefing Ziauddin was labelled a legitimately killed high value 
target. 

M Willacy and A Blucher, 
‘Fellow soldiers say the SAS 
operative filmed shooting an 
unarmed man killed another 
civilian’, ABC News (online), 
26 May 2020. 

#30 
1 May 2012 

Deh Rafshan, 
(near Derapet) 
Uruzgan Province 
 

Note: The IO was appointed on 25 May 2012. The report is dated 
May 2013. Dates of interviews conducted by the inquiry suggest 
neither date is a typographical error. There is no explanation in 
the public portions of the report for the inquiry taking a year.  

IO Report: SOTG element containing both Afghan and ADF 
troops conducted a mission targeting a mid-level insurgent 
commander known to conduct insurgent activity regularly in 
Tarin Kowt. 

Journalist report: The insurgent was holding a meeting with four 
known key insurgents. A number of blocking positions were set 
up around the meeting point to contain the insurgents.  

IO report: An Australian sergeant saw two LNs he assessed were 

Colonel [redacted], Inquiry 
Officers Report into an Afghan 
child sustaining a gunshot 
wound, in Uruzgan province, 
on 1 May 2012, ADF, DoD, 
May 2013. 
 
D Oakes and S Clark, ‘What the 
documents reveal about 
killings of unarmed Afghans: 
Afghan boy survives being shot 
through face’, ABC News 
(online), 11 July 2017. 
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trying to escape the cordon and challenged them in Pashtu to 
stop. A local boy was in the vicinity but not seen by the sergeant. 
The men paused 50–100m from the sergeant and about 20m 
from a rock wall. A witness (possibly the boy) gave evidence he 
was drawing water at the well when he saw the men returning 
from sleeping in a field. He warned the men to be careful and sit 
down, as there were soldiers nearby.  

(Masters names the boy as Mohammed Hashim Shafiki and the 
sergeant as Sergeant Paul.) The Senate Estimates Brief states the 
boy was believed to be 12 years old. 

Both the sergeant and another witness observed the two LNs 
change direction and move in a crouch with urgency toward a 
rock wall in an elevated position, while glancing over their 
shoulders at the sergeant.  

The LNs were moving through a field with poppies growing 
densely to waist height and a dense population of trees. Foliage 
and shadow degraded clarity of vision across the field. The 
sergeant was unsure if the LNs were armed, but assessed the 
rock wall would provide a position of tactical advantage. 
Sergeant fired a single shot, which missed but caused LNs to 
increase speed. The witness said he followed the LNs in order to 
convince them to stop and was within one metre when the 
sergeant fired.  

The sergeant fired again at the lead LN who was 50–100m away 
and observed a third person, who he had not previously noticed, 
fall. The LN then stopped and waited. The sergeant gave 
evidence that the actions of LN and boy throughout were 
consistent with previously observed insurgent behaviour. 
Sergeant and another soldier approached, restrained the LN and 
commenced first aid. A limited search of the area found no 
weapons; the men were questioned (they appeared to know the 
boy's name) and released. 

Journalist report: Masters says OBJ YARDARM and 15 associates 
were apprehended without bloodshed. The men with 
Mohammed were released for lack of evidence; however, 
Mohammed was carrying large wads of local currency and 
batteries. It is possible the men passed the items to the boy 
knowing they would be incriminating. 

IO report: The boy’s injury was initially assessed in operational 
reporting to be the result of a ricochet, but CO SOTG believed 
this assessment was not justified and amended it in later 
reporting.  

A witness gave evidence that, at a meeting with village elders 
after the incident, he witnessed a heated argument between 
two Australian soldiers, which he thought was about the 
shooting. The Australian who led the meeting did not recall any 
dispute or altercation.  

IO findings: The shooting was not in self-defence since there 
was no imminent threat as LNs were attempting to evade. 
Comments about the sergeant’s decision to fire are redacted. IO 

Masters, No front line, op. cit., 
pp. 463–464. 

VCDF, Senate Estimates Brief, 
‘Afghanistan 2: Death or 
serious injury of Afghan 
civilians where ADF 
involvement is alleged and 
subject to administrative 
inquiry’, 1 October 2015, FOI 
332/15/16, Item 3. 
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found the sergeant’s belief was reasonable and engagement was 
within the ROE.  

#31 
Day uncertain— 
May 2012 

Location unknown 

Journalist report: An SAS soldier, Braden Chapman, says that 
3 Squadron SAS was moving toward a target building when they 
saw a LN leaving the area. When the patrol was 20–30m from 
the LN, he saw the soldiers, grabbed a phone from his pocket 
and threw it. The LN then stood still and put up his hands. An 
experienced member of 3 Squadron shot the man twice in the 
chest then shot him through the head as the patrol walked past. 
Chapman was ordered to go through the LN’s pockets. Chapman 
says another Australian patrol with an assault dog then arrived. 
The dog started chewing on the head of the man who had been 
shot. Chapman asked the handler to get the dog away. 
Allegedly, the handler said ‘Oh, let him have a taste.’ 

M Willacy, ‘Culture of cover-
up’, ABC News (online), 
17 March 2020. 

#32 
Day uncertain—
May 2012 

Shina, 
Province unknown  

Journalist report: Soldiers from 3 Squadron SAS landed in two 
helicopters, one near the village and another near the village 
reservoir. A witness says two elderly men, Abdul Wahid and 
Aminullah, were ordered to approach the soldiers. Neither man 
was armed or threatening. Abdul Wahid was shot in the 
abdomen and neck. 

Farmer Sakhi Daad is reported as saying the men of the village 
were handcuffed and detained in a compound. They were told 
not to look at each other. They heard shots outside the 
compound. After the Australians left, they freed themselves and 
found three bodies. One was Jan Mohammed who was 20 years 
old and had some form of mental illness or disability. 

Jan Mohammed was grazing a cow that was startled by the 
helicopters and ran away. Jan Mohammed ran after it and was 
shot. The imam of the local mosque, Muhibullah, was also shot. 
Villagers say one man was a Taliban fighter. 

Two of those killed were photographed by the SAS with an AK-
47. The same AK-47 was allegedly used in both photographs 
Journalists say the IGADF is investigating the killings and 
whether the rifle was planted. 

The ABC published helmet cam footage, allegedly taken the 
following day, with audio of soldiers discussing their concerns 
about the killing of a compliant prisoner by a senior soldier the 
previous day in Shina. 

M Willacy and Rory Callinan, 
‘The same AK-47 was 
photographed on two dead 
Afghan civilians killed by 
Australian soldiers’, ABC News 
(online), 15 July 2020. 

M Willacy, ‘Video shows SAS 
soldiers discussing a fellow 
operator apparently killing a 
"compliant" prisoner in 
Afghanistan’, ABC News 
(online), 21 October 2020. 

 

#33 
Day uncertain—
May 2012 

Deh Jawz-e 
Hasanzai, 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: An SAS patrol searches for a man spotted by a 
helicopter in a wheat field near a mud compound. The incident 
was recorded on video through the head cam of the patrol’s dog 
handler. The recording shows the military dog is released, finds 
the man and pulls him to the ground. ‘Soldier C’ and the dog 
handler reach the man. The dog handler calls the dog back and 
Soldier C trains an assault rifle on the man who is lying still on 
the ground. He appears to be unarmed and no equipment can 
be seen. 

Soldier C asks first the dog handler and then the patrol 
commander if he should kill the man. The dog handler defers to 
the patrol commander whose response cannot be heard. 

M Willacy, ‘Killing Field’, ABC 
Four Corners, 16 March 2020. 
(video report) 

M Willacy, ‘Video shows 
Australian SAS soldier shooting 
and killing unarmed man at 
close range in Afghanistan’, 
ABC News (online), updated 
20 March 2020. 

M Willacy and A Blucher, 
‘Fellow soldiers say the SAS 
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#37 
Date unknown—
mid 2012 

North of Camp 
Bastion in Helmand 
Province 

Journalist report:  Marine Corps HMLA-469 was providing aerial 
covering fire for the Australian soldiers of the 2CDO during a 
night raid. the raid was in support of a wider joint Australian SF-
US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) campaign targeting 
illicit drug operations that were financing the Taliban 
insurgency. 

A HMLA-469 helicopter door gunner with the pseudonym Josh 
watched 2CDO soldiers tackle and ‘hogtie’ several prisoners with 
hands behind their backs. He heard 2CDO report that they had 
captured 7 prisoners and request pick up, the pilot reported 
they could not carry that many. The helicopter crew heard a 
short silence, a pop, and then a 2CDO soldier said ‘OK, we have 
six prisoners’. 

Josh said his crew decided there was no ambiguity, it was a 
deliberate decision to break the rules of war. He said the 
Australians had a reputation for action—lots of breaching of 
walls with explosives and lots of fires and bodies left in their 
wake. 

Two commandos from 2CDO Oscar Platoon deployed at the time 
confirmed that after the incident the DEA refused to work with 
2CDO November Platoon:  

Our platoon commander pulled our platoon together and 
said that the [DEA] has said in no uncertain terms that they 
won't operate with [2CDO] November platoon any more 
due to their behaviour in the field. 

Josh says he flew dozens of missions with other special forces, 
including USMC special operations and the British SAS, 
‘Everybody else would step on the lines, but the Aussies would 
just see the line and just hop right over it.’ 

M Willacy, A Blucher and D 
Oates, ‘US marine says 
Australian special forces 
soldiers made “deliberate 
decision to break the rules of 
war”’, ABC News (online), 
20 October 2020. 

#38 
Date unknown—
2012 
Location unknown 

Journalist report:  SAS members in Afghanistan in 2012 allegedly 
possessed and displayed a large US Confederate flag with the 
words ‘Southern Pride’ emblazoned on it.  

[Note: Display of a hate symbol would be a military discipline 
offence. US anti-hate organisation ADL, explains the Confederate 
flag is one of the more popular white supremacist symbols, 
including beyond the US. Although still used by non-extremists, 
especially in the South, as a symbol of Southern heritage or 
history, a growing number of people recognize it as a hate 
symbol. Whether display of the symbol is racist or white 
supremacist should be judged in context.] 

The ABC published video, purportedly taken in Afghanistan in 
2012, showing two SAS patrol members using the flag to guide a 
US Black Hawk helicopter to a landing zone after an Australian 
raid. The video appears to show that, as the helicopter lands, 
one of the soldiers slings the flag over his shoulder and helps the 
patrol escort several bound Afghan men to the landing zone. 

A photograph of SAS soldiers holding the flag allegedly features 
in a highlights video edited together by 3 Squadron SAS after its 
2012 rotation of Afghanistan. 

M Willacy and A Blucher, 
‘Australian special forces 
shown posing with 'Southern 
Pride' Confederate flag in 
Afghanistan’, ABC News 
(online), 21 July 2020. 

Anti-Defamation League (ADL), 
Hate on Display Hate Symbols 
Database, ADL website, 
accessed 2 November 2020. 
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two Afghan nationals were engaged and killed within the ROE. 
The inquiry report has not been released in order to protect the 
safety of Australian and coalition personnel who remain in 
Afghanistan. 

#42 
11 September 
2012 

Darwan, 
Uruzgan Province 

The Darwan raid—deaths of Yaro Mama Faqir and Haji Nazar 
Gul  

Oakes report: Australian soldiers were acting on intelligence 
reports that Hekmatullah was being sheltered at the house of 
Haji Mohammad Gul in Darwan. Darwan lay in an area 
controlled by the Taliban.  

Many relatives of Gul were staying at his compound that night, 
including his brother, Haji Nazar Gul, who had travelled from 
Helmand; his nephew, Ali Jan Faquir, who had come down from 
the mountains to buy flour; and his brother-in-law, Yaro Mama 
Faquir.  

Two sons of Gul, Sayed Hamid Khan and Sayed Jan, gave 
recorded interviews about the events to an Afghan journalist 
retained by the ABC, Bilal Sawary. The men claimed they had not 
sheltered Hekmatullah.  

A village elder interviewed later said the family had sheltered 
Hekmatullah and that other villagers were angered by that. 
However, he said he did not believe the family had ties to the 
Taliban. 

Soldiers arrived in Darwan by helicopter at dawn. Hekmatullah 
was not there. The facts around the way the Darwan raid was 
conducted and what occurred are contested.  

McKenzie/Masters/Oakes report: During the search of Haji 
Mohammad Gul’s compound, soldiers found two weapons and 
detained more than 50 LN. Yaro Mama Faqir and Haji Nazar Gul 
were two of those detained. Other detainees were present in 
the room when soldiers questioned the two men about where 
they had come from and why they were in Darwan. After the 
questioning, the soldiers took the two men to a room where 
almonds were stored. 

Witnesses heard noises like silenced pistols firing. No one saw 
what happened, but later that day the two men were found 
dead. Photographs later shown to a LN witness allegedly showed 
the men dead with guns beside them. 

Journalists report that, in the post-mission debrief, soldiers 
claimed the two men were armed. Villagers say they were not. 

Six of the detainees were taken back to Tarin Kowt by helicopter 
for questioning. 
Note: McKenzie, Masters and Oakes say they conducted hours of 
interviews with dozens of current and former soldiers and 
obtained confidential documents and briefings. 

Maley report: On 27 September 2019, Maley reported a 
different account of the Darwan raid. According to this report, a 
force of about 100 soldiers from SASR, ANA and commandos 

N McKenzie and C Masters, 
‘Did the SAS kick cuffed man 
off cliff?’, The Saturday Age, 
9 June 2018, p. 1. 

N McKenzie and C Masters, 
‘SAS’s day of shame’, The 
Saturday Age, 9 June 2018, 
pp. 1, 10–13. 

Oakes, ‘Death in Darwan’, 
op. cit. 

Greene and Conifer, ‘Ben 
Roberts-Smith rejects 
Afghanistan allegations and 
“gossip” detailed in court 
document’, op. cit. 

 

McKenzie, ‘Secrets of war’, 
op. cit. 

 

N McKenzie and C Masters, 
‘SAS hero subject of war crime 
inquiry’, The Age, 
23 September 2019, p. 1. 

 
P Maley, ‘Battle on the home 
front’, The Australian, 
27 September 2019, p. 11. 
 

P Maley, ‘War crimes 
defamation case: “witness 
wasn’t there”’, The Australian, 
14 December 2019. 

 

N McKenzie and C Masters, 
‘New AFP probe of war 
hero’, The Age, 
16 December 2019, pp. 1, 6. 
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arrived by helicopter.  

An initial assault team engaged two LNs as it cleared the village, 
killing both. Civilians were mainly confined in the village. A 
second patrol, alleged to have included Roberts-Smith, 
positioned itself several hundred metres away as a blocking 
force and had little contact with civilians. 

#43 
11 September 
2012 

 
Darwan, 
Uruzgan Province 

The Darwan raid—deaths of Ali Jan Faqir (and the ‘spotter’?) 

The facts around the death of Ali Jan Faqir are contested. 
Reports appear to differ on whether two men or only one were 
killed by a patrol. 

McKenzie/Masters/Oakes report: Villagers say that when the 
soldiers arrived, Ali Jan Faqir had already loaded his donkeys and 
started the journey back to his family; however, as the 
helicopters came into view, he turned back and sought refuge in 
the home of a villager called Man Gul. 

Soldiers questioned Ali Jan Faqir and led him away. Ghulab Shah, 
Ali Jan Faqir’s brother, claims villagers told him Ali Jan was 
kicked or thrown off a high retaining wall into a ditch. Sayed 
Hamid Khan says villagers told him that they had seen Ali Jan 
Faquir with his hands cuffed, shot and then thrown from the 
wall. They said when he was thrown from the wall he screamed. 

Two witnesses working with the SAS allege an SAS soldier with 
the pseudonym ‘Leonidas’11 kicked the handcuffed detainee off 
the edge of a small cliff badly injuring his face on rocks. The 
impact of the fall to the dry creek below was so significant that it 
knocked Ali Jan's teeth out of his mouth. ‘Leonidas’ then agreed 
with others to execute the detainee. Another soldier is 
suspected of shooting Ali Jan. Villagers later reported finding Ali 
Jan’s body with a radio next to it beneath a bush near the cliff. 

On 23 September 2019, McKenzie and Masters reported that 
serving SAS soldiers identified the soldier alleged to have kicked 
Ali Jan off the cliff as Corporal Ben Roberts-Smith.  

In December 2019, journalists reported Roberts-Smith denies 
the alleged wrongdoing, and relies on the testimony of another 
SAS soldier who claims to be the one who shot Ali Jan because 
he deemed Ali Jan a hostile insurgent posing a threat.  

The journalists report other SAS witnesses and support staff 
cooperating with the AFP contest that claim. 

Maley report: A second patrol alleged to have included Roberts-
Smith acted as a blocking force and positioned itself several 
hundred metres away from the village. This second patrol 
reportedly engaged two LNs.  

The patrol observed a ‘squirter’ across the Helmand River. At 
least one soldier fired at the man who hid in a rocky outcrop 
above the riverbank. Thinking it might be Hekmatullah; Roberts-

McKenzie and Masters, ‘Did 
the SAS kick cuffed man off 
cliff?’, op. cit. 

McKenzie and Masters, ‘SAS’s 
day of shame’, op. cit. 

Oakes, ‘Death in Darwan’, 
op. cit. 

Greene and Conifer, ‘Ben 
Roberts-Smith rejects 
Afghanistan allegations and 
“gossip” detailed in court 
document’, op. cit. 

 

McKenzie, ‘Secrets of war’, 
op. cit. 

 

 

 

 

 

McKenzie and Masters, ‘SAS 
hero subject of war crime 
inquiry’, op. cit. 

 

 

 

 
 
Maley, ‘Battle on the home 
front’, op. cit. 
 

Maley, ‘War crimes 
defamation case: “witness 
wasn’t there”’, op. cit. 

 

                                                       
11.  It was suggested to journalists that this might have been a re-enactment of a scene from movie ‘300’ because one patrol of 

SAS soldiers allegedly venerated Spartan culture. 
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sufficient to assess DPH. A soldier must have a solid basis for 
suspicion based on knowledge of insurgent ‘tactics, techniques 
and procedures’. 

Journalists report that in April 2013, CDF, CJOPS and 
Commander Joint Task Force 633 each issued directives stressing 
that Australian soldiers must have a high degree of confidence 
that a targeted person is directly participating in hostilities. 
Journalists quote General David Hurley’s CDF Directive:  

An ADF member is exposed to criminal and disciplinary 
liability, including potentially the war crime of murder … for 
opening fire on a person when there is a substantial risk 
that the person is not DPH. 

#50 
28 April 2013 

Olum Ghar, 
Zabul Province 

Journalist report: Journalists stated they had access to an IO 
Report. A photograph accompanying the article shows the title 
as: Inquiry into incident involving sensitive site exploitation by 
members of SOTG on 28 APR 13 (F69031). 

SOTG were searching for an insurgent OBJ RAPIER who was a 
priority target. A total of 120 troops from SAS and commandos 
involved including Captain Andrew Hastie. A high intensity battle 
occurred during the patrol.  

Masters reported a squirter was tracked by overhead 
surveillance and a military working dog to a cave and shot by a 
five-tour veteran SAS Corporal. He recovered a Makarov pistol 
and conducted a time sensitive examination (TSE).  

The patrol then moved by helicopter across the valley to 
intercept more squirters. They shot and killed two more LNs, 
one carrying an AK-47. Another insurgent was killed by a 
different patrol. Two of the KIA had been shot in the face and 
were not recognisable. Journalist reported that an SAS corporal 
searched the bodies and cut the right hand off each of three 
corpses with a surgical scalpel. 

Hastie had to scramble down a slope to reach the KIA and by the 
time he got there, the helicopters were warning of fuel 
shortage. He saw the hands and with a sergeant questioned the 
corporal, who did not answer. Another trooper said: ‘This is a 
tactical necessity. This is a procedure to conduct latent 
fingerprints in the laboratory to take explosive residues.’ 

An SOER sergeant who was tasked and equipped to conduct the 
examination was busy elsewhere. The troop had to run 2,000 
metres to a landing zone to extract. Once in the air and back at 
base Hastie further questioned the men. He told them not to 
sever any more hands and next day reported the incident up the 
chain of command.  

Journalists noted Australian troops were required, where 
possible, to collect fingerprints and eye scans of every insurgent 
killed. Site exploitation required soldiers to take photographs of 
corpses, remove weapons, phones, documents and collect 
fingerprints and DNA samples via hair samples and swabs for a 
digital database. ISAF guidance called for biometric enrolment to 

M Brissenden, ‘Australian 
special forces troops under 
investigation for cutting off 
hands of dead Afghan 
insurgent’, ABC News (online), 
30 August 2013. 

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘“What 
the f*** are you doing”: chaos 
over severed hands’, ABC News 
(online), 11 July 2017. 

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘SAS 
soldier cleared of war crimes 
after cutting hands off dead 
Taliban suspects in 
Afghanistan’, ABC News 
(online), 14 September 2017.  

Masters, No front line, op. cit., 
pp. 516–522. 

 

https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6995186%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6721337%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6947646%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6947646%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6947646%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6947646%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F6947646%22


https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7593882%22
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/display/display.w3p;query=Id%3A%22media%2Fpressclp%2F7593882%22


 
 

 Reports, allegations and inquiries into serious misconduct by Australian troops in Afghanistan 2005–2013 35 

Date/Place Report/Incident/Allegation/Inquiry Source documents 

investigating captain found ‘there is sufficient evidence to 
suggest that CPL Roberts-Smith may have verbally insulted 
(Corporal M)’, and that ‘an act of unacceptable behaviour may 
have been carried out by CPL Roberts-Smith during that 
deployment’. 

#51 
23 September 
2013 

Chenartu, Patan, 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: Journalists claimed to have access to a quick 
assessment IO report. Afghan and Australian troops were 
conducting a clearance operation. Soldiers detained three 
persons of interest. They were handcuffed and taken to a nearby 
hut. Afghan troops conducted interrogation, concluded they 
were Taliban and should be taken to Tarin Kowt for questioning. 

The first two were questioned and taken outside. After the third 
was questioned, an Australian soldier was alone with the 
detainee. The soldier removed the detainee’s plastic handcuffs 
‘in order to transfer him to the helicopter’ and the detainee 
grabbed for the soldier’s rifle. The soldier called for help, then 
regained control of the weapon and fired two or three shots 
point blank, which killed detainee. There were no witnesses.  

According to journalists, the IO report cleared the soldier. ADFIS 
decided to investigate whether it was a wilful killing. During the 
ADFIS investigation, the commander initially denied ADFIS 
access to the weapon used. There was a heated dispute 
between investigators and commanders over the usefulness of 
the evidence and the legality of the warrant. The weapon was 
eventually handed over. No one was charged.  

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘What the 
documents reveal about 
killings of unarmed Afghans: 
detainee shot dead in hut 
prompts war crime probe’, ABC 
News (online), 11 July 2017. 

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘An 
interrogation, a shooting and 
no witnesses’, ABC News 
(online), 11 July 2017. 

#52 
26 September 
2013 

Spin Kecha village, 
North West 
Uruzgan Province 

Alternative 
location: 

Ala Balogh village 
on outskirts of 
Tarin Kot 
Uruzgan Province 

Journalist report: While searching a compound targeting a high 
value Taliban target, soldiers saw a man, named as Bismillah 
Azadi, pointing a pistol at them. He was shot and killed by two 
SOTG soldiers who were unaware that his son Sadiqullah was 
hidden in blankets near him. The child was discovered with a 
single gunshot to the abdomen and died.  

Relatives of the dead man told journalists that Azadi was 
unarmed when killed and had no links to the Taliban. 

Oakes and Clark report a defence inquiry found the soldiers had 
fired in self-defence and exercised appropriate restraint. Inquiry 
reportedly said there was insufficient evidence to conclude 
Bismillah was an insurgent; however, use of pistol and lack of 
local outcry suggested he was supportive of insurgency. 

Note: Willacy and Callinan say their report is based on more than 
90 files from the AIHRC and interviews in Afghanistan. 

Journalist report: Target of raid was Taliban commander Mula 
Sardar, who was captured. Soldiers from SOTG Rotation 20 
climbed onto roof of Mula Sardar’s neighbour. Soldiers entered 
a house [not clear which one] and shot and killed Bismillah Jan 
and his six year old son Sadiqullah while they were asleep under 
a blanket on the veranda.  

Mohammad Masoom (Bismillah’s cousin and neighbour) said he 
found the man with the boy lying in his father’s arms under the 
blanket, which had bullet holes, and they were bleeding out of 

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘Death in 
Kandahar: Father and son 
gunned down in raid’, ABC 
News (online), 11 July 2017. 

D Oakes and S Clark, ‘What the 
documents reveal about 
killings of unarmed Afghans: 
child found under blankets 
with bullet wound’, ABC News 
(online), 11 July 2017. 

Oakes, ‘Investigators travel to 
Afghanistan to interview 
witnesses over alleged 
Australian war crimes’, op. cit. 

M Willacy and R Callinan, ‘A 
boy and his father were shot 
dead by Australian soldiers in 
Afghanistan. New reports claim 
they were unarmed’, ABC 
News (online), 
16 October 2019. 
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Glossary 
ACLEI Australian Commission for Law Enforcement Integrity 

ADF Australian Defence Force 

ADFIS Australian Defence Force Investigative Service 

AFP Australian Federal Police 

AIHRC Afghan Independent Human Rights Commission 

ANA Afghan National Army 

ANSF Afghan National Security Forces 

ASIS Australian Secret Intelligence Service 

CA Chief of Army 

CDF Chief of the Defence Force 

CDO / 2CDO Commando. A number in front indicates the Regiment. For example, 
2CDO is 2nd Commando Regiment—an Australian Army special 
forces unit 

CER Combat Engineer Regiment 

CJOPS Commander Joint Operations 

commando One category of special forces soldier 

DEA US Drug Enforcement Agency 

DFAT Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

DoD Department of Defence 

DPH Directly participating in hostilities – a term used in Rules Of 
Engagement (ROE) to identify a legitimate target 

DSTO Defence Science and Technology Organisation 

engage Use weapons against a target 

FOB Forward Operating Base 

GOAS Australian Government 

ICC International Criminal Court  

IED Improvised explosive device 

IO Inquiry Officer 

IRR Incident Response Regiment 

ISAF International Security Assistance Force 

JPEL NATO’s Joint Prioritized Effects List containing Taliban names with 
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NATO objective code name (OBJ) and JPEL number 

Kandak An Afghan National Army formation equivalent to a battalion 

KIA Killed in action - a person who has been killed in the course of 
combat (whether or not they were deliberately targeted) 

LHR Light Horse Regiment 

LN Local National (an Afghan citizen) 

MRTF/RTF Mentoring and Reconstruction Task Forces 

NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 

NGO Non-Government Organisation 

operator An SAS soldier 

PAP  Potentially Affected Person. A person who may be affected by 
findings or recommendations made during a formal inquiry or in a 
report. 

pen flare A small hand held flare used for visual signalling 

PRT-U Provincial Reconstruction Team – Uruzgan 

quala  A walled, mud-brick compound 

RAR Royal Australian Regiment. A number in front indicates the 
Battalion. For example, 7RAR is 7th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment 

ROE Rules of Engagement—orders issued to soldiers instructing in what 
circumstances they are permitted to ‘engage’; that is, direct 
weapons fire at a target 

RTF Reconstruction Task Force 

SAS/SASR Special Air Service Regiment—an Australian Army special forces unit 

SF Special Forces—combat troops trained for special missions 

SOCOMD Special Operations Command 

SOER Special Operation Engineer Regiment—a combat engineer unit that 
works alongside other special forces 

SOP Standard Operating Procedure 

SOTG Special Operations Task Group 

spotter ADF slang—a person who is reporting the activity of ADF troops to 
insurgents 

squirter ADF slang—a person who is attempting to escape a cordoned area 
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tactical questioning Tactical questioning uses direct questions, is limited in duration, and 
is conducted at or near the point of capture by any soldier trained in 
tactical questioning. Tactical questioning focuses on collecting 
information that is of immediate tactical value or will aid in filling 
out a detainee capture tag. Tactical questioning is not interrogation 
and does not use the techniques approved for interrogation: US 
Department of the Army, Techniques for Information Collection 
During Operations Among Populations, Army Techniques Publication 
No 3-55.4 (ATP 3-55.4), 5 April 2016, p. 1-2, [1-12]  

VBIED Vehicle-borne improvised explosive device 

VCDF Vice Chief of the Defence Force 

Wakunish National Directorate of Security-Wakunish, an Afghan police special 
operations unit 
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Library monographs documenting ADF activity in Afghanistan 
D Keighran, Courage under fire, Pan Macmillan Australia, Sydney, 2020 (on order). 

B McKelvey, Mosul: Australia’s secret war inside the ISIS Caliphate, Hachette Australia, Sydney, 
2020 (on order). 

K Motley, Lawless: a lawyer's unrelenting fight for justice in one of the world's most dangerous 
places, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 2019. 

C Masters, No front line, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 2017. 

B McKelvey, The commando: the life and death of Cameron Baird, VC, MG, Hachette Australia, 
Sydney, 2017. 

F Smith, The dust of Uruzgan, Allen & Unwin, 2016. 

J Thomson and S MacGregor, Tunnel rats vs the Taliban: how Aussie sappers led the way in the war 
on terror, Allen & Unwin, 2016. 

T Ledgard, Bad medicine, Penguin Books, Melbourne, 2016. 

G Ramage, The Shot, Harper Collins, Sydney, 2016. 

J Zimmerman, The promise: three wars, two mates, Pan Macmillan Australia, Sydney, 2015. 

G Callendar, After the blast: an Australian officer in Iraq and Afghanistan, Black Inc. Books, 
Melbourne, 2015. 

J Ratcliffe, Biting through: five years in Afghanistan, Scribe, Melbourne, 2014. 

D Auerswald and S Saideman, NATO in Afghanistan, Princeton University Press, New Jersey, 2014. 

G Ramage, Afghanistan: Australia’s war, Harper Collins, Sydney, 2014. 

R Macklin, Clint Palmer—SAS insider, Hachette Australia, Sydney, 2014. 

R Macklin, Redback One: the true story of an Australian SAS hero, (Stuart Bonner), Hachette 
Australia, Sydney, 2014. 

I McPhedran, Too bold to die: the making of Australian war heroes, Harper Collins, Sydney, 2014. 

M Donaldson, The crossroad, Pan Macmillan Australia, Sydney, 2013. 

D Connery, D Cran and D Evered, Conducting counterinsurgency: Reconstruction Task Force 4 in 
Afghanistan, Army History Unit, Canberra, 2012. 

C Masters, Uncommon soldier, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 2012. 

K Middleton, An unwinnable war, Melbourne University Press, 2011. 

S Bryant and T Park, War dogs, Macmillan, Sydney, 2010. 

S Lee, 18 hours: the true story of an SAS war hero, (Jock Wallace); Harper Collins, Sydney, 2007. 
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